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I CORINTIHE. 3» 15, 
But he himſelf ſhall be ſaved, yet ſo as by Fire. 


HE Context runs thus. According to the Grace of God which is 
given unto me, 45 a wiſe Maſter-builder, I have laid the Foundation. 
and another buildeth thereon : But let every man take heed how be 
buildeth thereupon. For other Foundation can no man lay, than that which 1s 
laid, Feſw Chriſt. Now if any man build upon this Foundation Gold, Sil- 
ver, precious Stones, Wood, Hay, Stubble, every man's work (hall be made ma- 
niſeh, for the day ſhall declare it , but it ſhall be revealed by Fire, and the 
Fire ſhall try every mans work. of what ſort it 1s. If any mans work, abide 
which he hath built thereupon, be (hall receive a Reward. If any mans work. 


ſhall be burnt, he ſhall ſuffer loſs ; But he himſelf ſhall be ſaved, yet fo as 


by Fire. 


JTÞ theſe Words the Apoſtle ſpeaks of a ſort of perſons, who held in- 
deed the Foundation of Chriſtianity, but built upon it ſuch Dottrixes or 
Prattices as would not bear the rrial ; which he expreſſeth to us by Wood, 
Hay, and Stubble, which are not proof againſt the Fire. Such a perſon, 
the Apoſtle tells us, hath brought himſelf into a very dangerous ſtate, 
though he would not abſolutely deny the poſſibility of his S«lvation;, He 
himſelf ſhall be ſaved, yet ſo as by Fire. | 

That by Fire here, is not meant the Fire of Purgatory , as ſone pretend 
( who would be glad of any ſhadow of a Text of Scripture to countenance 
their own dreams ) 1 ſhall neither trouble you nor my ſclf to manifeſt. 

It is very well known, that this is a Proverbial phraic, uſed not only in 
Scripture, but in prophane Authors, to ſignifie 2 narrow e/cape out of agreat 
danger. He ſhall be ſaved, yet fo as by Fire, © 5, our of the Fire, Juſt 
as4: vx 1s uſed 1 Per.3.20, where the Apoſtle ſpeaking of the cight per- 
fons of Noah?s Family, who eſcap'd the Flood, «or momr 4:49! », they 
eſcaped onr of the Warer. So here this phraſe 13 to be rendred in the 
Text, He him/elf ſhall eſcape, yet ſo as out of Fire, The like expreſſion you 
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have 
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have, Amos 4- 11. I have pluckt them as a firebrand ont of the fire. And'F! de 

23. Others ſave with fear, plucking them out of the fire. All which expreſſions 

ſignifie the greatneſs of the danger, and the difficulty of eſcaping 

* 7Tx/ly. it. And ſo the Roman Orator * (who, it is likely, did not think 

of Purgatory, ) uſeth this phraſe ; Quo ex judicio, velut ex incer- 

dio, nia eff git From which Judgment or Sentence he eſcaped naked, 

as it were out of a burning. And one of the Greek Ora- 

* Ariſtotle, tors * tells us, that ro ſave a man out of the fire, was a com- 

2:0n proverbial ſpeech. And thus St. Chryſoſtom interprets this 

very place, He ſhall eſcape as one that eſcapes out of the fire, that is, 

Caith he) as one mho n hen ks houſe at midnight ts ſet on fire, wakes ard leaps 

ot of ks Bed, and runs naked out of the doors, taking nothirg that uw within 
along with kim, but imploying his whole care to ſave 11s body from the flames. 

From the words thus explained, the Obſervation that naturally ariſeth 

1s this ; That men may hold all the Fundamentals of Chriftian Keligien,and yet 
may ſuperadd other thirgs whereby they may greatly endarger their ſalvation, 
W hat thoſe things were, which ſome among the Corinrkians built upon 
the foundation of Chriſtianity, whereby they endangered their Salvation, 
we may prebably conjcfture, by what the Apoſtle reproves in this Epiſtle, 
as the tolerating of /zceſtuors Idarriages, communicating in 1dol Feaſts, 
Cc. And eſpecially by the Dcftrine of the falſe Apoſtles, who at that time 
did ſo much diſturb the peace of moſt Chriſtian Churches, and who are 
1o often and fo ſeverely refleAted upon in this Epiſtle. And what their Do- 
frine was, WE have an account, Atts 15. viz. that they impoſe upon the 
Gentile Chriſtians Circnmciſion,and the Obſervation of the Jewiſh Law, teach- 
ig, that wnleſs they were Circumciſed, ard kept the Law of Moſes, they could 
2:9: be ſaved. So that they did not only build theſe DoCtrines upon Chri- 
/ttarity, but they made them equal with the Foundation, ſaying, That wnleſs 
an belicved and prattiſcd ſuch things, they could not be ſaved. 

| ſhall at this time take cccaſion from this paſſage of. the Apoſtles to 
conlider theſe two things. 

1, Some Dotrires and Prattices which have been built upon the four- 
dation of Chriſtiariry;-to the great hazard and danger of mens Salvation ,, 
And to be plain, I mean particularly by the Church of Rome. 

2. Whether our granting a poſſibility of Salvation (though with great 
hazard ) to thoſe in the communion of the Roman Church, and their deny- 
Ng 1t tous, be a reaſonable argument and encouragement to any man to 
berake himſelf to that Church. | 

Ard there is the more reaſon to conſider theſe things, when ſo many 

fedncirg Spirits are ſo ztive and buſy ro pervert men from the Truth; and 
when we ſke every day ic ie Way and their Ecligion fo eaſily parted. 
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For this reaſon theſe two Conſiderations ſhall be the ſubjeCt of the follow- 

ing Diſcourſe. 

1. Firſt, we will conſider ſome Dc#rines and Prattices which the Church 
of Rome hath built upon the Foundation of Chriſtianity, to the great hazard 
and danger of mens Salvaricn. It is not denied by the moſt judiciqus Pro- 
reſtart, but that the Church of Rome do hold all the Articles of the Chri- 
ſtian Faith which are neceſſary to Salvation. But that which we charge 

' upon them as a juſt ground of our ſeparation from them, is che impoſing of 
new Dottrines ard Prattices uyon Chriſtians, as neceſſary te Salvation, which 
were never taught by our Saviour, or his Apoſtles; and which are either 
directly contrary to the DeCtrine of Chriſtianity, or too apparently de- 
ſtruQtive of a good Life. Ard I begin, 

1. With thcir Do&rines. And, becauſe I have no mind to aggravate 
leſſer matters, I will fingle out four or five points of DoCtrine, which 
they have added to the Chriſtian Religion, and which were neither taught 
by our Saviour and his Apoſtles, nor own'd in the firſt ages of Chriſtia- 
nity. And the 

Firſt which I ſhall mention, and which being once admitted, makes way 
for as many Errors as they pleaſe to bring in, is this, their Dettrine of 1n- 
fallibiluy. And this they are ſtiff and peremptory in, though they are not 
agreed among themſelves, where this /falibi/ity is ſeated ; whether in 
the Pope alone, or a Conncy alone, or in both rogether, or in the diffuſive body 
of Chriſtians; But they are ſure they have it, though they know not where 
it 15: 

And is this no prejudice againſt it ? can any man think that this privi- 
[cdge was at firſt conferred upon the Church of Rome, and that Chriſtians 
in all ages did believe it,and had conſtant recourſe to it, for the determin- 
ing, of differences, and yet that that very Church, which hath enjoyed and 
uſcd it ſo long, ſhould now be at a loſs where to find it ?. Nothing could 
fall out more unluckily, than that there ſhould be ſuch differences among 
them about that which they pretend to. be- the: only means of -cnding all 
cifferences, 

There 1s not the leaſt intimation in Scripture of this priviledge conferr*d 
vpon the Roman Church ;, nor do the Apoſtles in all their Epiſtles, ever fo 
much as give the leaſt dircCtions to Chriſtians to appeal to the Biſhop of 
Reyme tor a determination of many differences, which, even in thoſe times 
happered among them: Andit is ſtranpe they ſhould be fo ſilent in this 
matter, when there were {9 many occaſions to peak of it; if our Saviour 
had plainly appointed ſuch an i»f {ible Fudge of Controverhies, for thi: 
very end, to decide the differences that ſhould happen among Chrittians 
[t.is. ſtrange that the Aveiene Farkers in their difpures with Herecichs ſhoulk 
never 
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never appeal to this Fuze ; nay it is ſcrange they ſhould not conſtantly 
do it in all caſes, it bzing ſo ſhort and exp2dite a way for the endinz of 


Controverſies. And this very con{ideration to a wiſe man, +is inſtead of - 
a thouſand arguments to ſatisfy him that in thoſe times no ſuch thing was 


believed in the whole world. | 

Now this Do#rine of Inf.dlibility, if it b2 not tras, is of ſo much the 
more pernicious conſequenc2 to Chriſtianity, becauſe the conceit of it does 
confirm them that think they have it in all their other errors; and gives 
them a pretence of aſſuming an Authority to themſelves to impoſe their 
own fancies and miſtakes upon the whole Chriſtian world. 

2. Their Dottrinc about Repentance, Which conſiſts in confeſſing their 
{ms to the Prieſt; vihich if it be but accompanied with any degree of Con- 
rrition, does, upon Abſolution received from the Prieſt, put them into a 
itate of Salvation, though they have lived the moſt lewd and debauched 
lives that can be imagined ; than which nothing can be more deſtructive 
of a good life. For if this be true, all the hazard that the moſt wicked 
man runs of his Salvation is, only the danger of ſo ſudden a death, as gives 
him no ſpace for Confesſion and Abſolution. A caſe that happens ſo rare- 
ly, that any man that is ſtrongly addifted to his Luſts, will be content to 
venture his Salvation upon this hazard ; and all the arguments to a good 
life will be very inſignificant to a man that hath a mind to be wicked, 
when remisſion of Sins may be had upon ſuch cheap terms. 

3. The Dottrine of Pargatory. By which they mean a ſtate of temporary 
puniſhments afcer this 4 from which men may be releaſed and tranſla- 
ted into Heaven by the Prayers of the Living, and the Sacrifice of the 
Aſaſs. That this Doftrine was not known in the Primitive Church, nor 
can be proved from Scripture, we have the free acknowledgment of as 
Learned and Eminent men as any of that Church ; which is to acknow- 
ledge that it is + ſuperſtruCture upon the Chriſtian Religion. And though 
in one ſenſe it be indeed a building of Gold and S;{ver upon the foundation 
of Chriſtianity, conſidering the vaſt Revenues which this Doctrine (and 
that of /ndalgences, which depends upon it) brings into that Church ; yet 
I doubt not, but in the Apoſtles ſenſe, it will be found to be Ho and Srub- 
ble. But how groundleſs ſoever it be, it is too gainful a Doctrine to bez 
ealily parted withal. Ex, | 

4. The Dottrine of Tranſubſtartiation. A hard word, but I would to 
God that were the worſt of it; the thing is mach more difficult. [ 
have taken ſome pains to conſider other Religions that have been 1n 
the world, and I muſt freely declare, that I never yet, in any of them, 
met with any Article or Propoſition, impoſed upon the belief of men, 
half ſo unreaſonable and hard to be b:lieved as this is. And yet this, 
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in the Kc-5ſh Church, is eſteemed one of the moſt principal Articles of the” 
Chriſtian Faith : thovgh there is no more certain Fourdation for it in 
<cripture, than for our Saviours being ſubſtantially changed into all thoſe 
things which are ſaid of him, as that he is a Keck, a Fine, a Door, and an 
hundred other things. 

But this is not all- This DcQtrine hath not only zo certain Foundation 
in <cripture, but I have a far heavier charge againſt it, namely, that it 
undermines the very Foundation of Chriſtianity it ſelf, And ſurely no= 
thing ovght to be admitted to be a part of the Chriſtian Deftrine, which 
deſtroys the reaſon. of our belief of the whole. And that this DoCtrine 
does ſo, will appear evidently, if we conſider what was the main Argu- 
ment which the Apoſtles uſed to convince the world of the rruth of Chri« 
ſtianity. And that was this; T hat oxr Bleſſed Saviour, the Author of this 
Defarine, wrought ſuch and ſuch miracles, and particularly that he roſe again 
from the dead ;, And this they proved, becauſe they were eye-witneſles of 
his Miracles, and had ſeen him and converſed with him after he was 
riſen from the dead. But what if their ſenſes did deceive them in this 
matter? then it cannot be denied, but that the main proof of Chriſtianity 
talls to the ground. 

Well! We will now ſuppoſe (as the Church of Rome does) Tranſub- 
{t antiation to have been one principal part of the Chriſtian DoCtrine, 
which the Apoſtles preached. But if this DcCtrine be true, then all mens 
Senſes are deceived 1n a plain ſentible matter, wherein *tis as hard for 
them to be deceived, as in any thing in the world ; Fpr two things can 
hardly be ijnagin'd more different, than a lirrle bir of Wafer, and the 
whole Body of a Man. 

So that the Apoſtles perſuading men to believe this DoCtrine, perſuaded 
them not to truſt their <enſes, and yet the Argument which they uſed 
to perſuade them to this was built upon the direct contrary principie, 
that » ens Senſes ave ot t6 be truſted ;, For if they be not, then notwith- 
Kanding all the evicence the Apoſtles ofter?d for the ReſurreCtion of our 
Saviour, he might rot be riſen; ard fo the Faith of Chriſtians was vain. 
So they that repreſent the Apoſtles as abſurdly as is poſlible, viz. going 
about to perſuade men out of their Senſes, by vertue of an Argument, the 
whole ſtrength whereof depends upon the certainty of Senſe.. 

Ard now the matter is brovght to a fair iſſue. If the teſtimony of Senſe 
be to be relied upon, then 7ra»ſubſtantiation is falſe : If it be not, then no 
man is ſure that Chriſtianity is true. For the utmoſt aſſurance that the 
Apoſtles had of the truth of Chriſtianity, was the teſtimony of their own 
Senſcs Concerning cur Saviours Miracles ; and this Teſtimony every man 

From whencc it plainly follows, that no 


| lath againſt Trar ſubſtantiation. 
| | man: 
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- man (no not the Apoſcles themſelves) had more reaſon to believe Chriſti- 
ons to be true, than every man hath to believe Tran/ubſtantion to be 
falſe. And we who did not ſee our Saviours Miracles ( as the Apoſtles 
did) and have only a credible Relation of them, but do ſee the Sacramenr, 
have leſs evidence of th? rruth of Chri/tianity than of the falſhood of Tran- 
ſubſtantiation. 

But cannot God impoſe upon the Senſes of men, and repreſent things 
.to them otherwiſe than they are ? Yes, undoubtedly. And if he hath re- 
vealed that he doth this, are we nat to believe him? Moſt certainly. But 
then we ought to be aſſured that he hath made ſuch a Revelation ; which 
Aſſurance no man can have, the certainty of Senſe being taken away. 

. I ſhall preſs the buſineſs a little farther. Suppoſing the Scripture to be 
a Divine Reve! tion, and that theſe words, [This « my Body] if they be in 
Scripture, mult neceſlarily be taken in the tri and literal ſenſe, I ask 
now, What greater evidence any man has, that theſe words [ This i my 
Hody] are in the Bible, than every man has that the Bread is not chang'd 
In the Sacrament ? Nay no man has ſo much ; for we have only the evi- 
dence of one Senſe that theſe words are in the Bible, but that the Bread is 
not changed we have the concurring teſtimony of ſeveral of our Senſes. In 
a.word, if this be once admitted, that the Senſes of all men are deceiv*d 
in one of the moſt plain ſenſible matters that can be, there is no certain 
means left either to convey or prove a Djvine Revelation to Men ; nor is 
there any way to confute the groſſeit impoſture in the world :- For if the 
clear evidence of all mens Senſes be not ſufficient for this purpoſe, let any 
man if he can find a better and more convincing Argument. 

5- I will give but one inſtance more of their DoCtrines. And that ſhall 
be their Dottrine of depoſing Kings in caſe of Hereſis, and abſolving their 
Subjects from their Allegiance to them. And this is not a meer ſpeculative 
Dittrine, but hath been put in praCtice many a time by the Biſhops of 
Rome, as every one knows that is vers'd in Hiſtory. For the Troubles and 
Confulions which were occaſion'd by this very thing make a good part of 
the Hiſtory JIf ſeveral ages. 

I hope nc 5ody expetts that I ſhould take the pains to ſhew, that this 
was not the DoCtrine of our Saviour and his Apoſtles, nor of the Primi- 
tive Chriſtians. The Papi/ts are many of them ſo far from pretending to 
this, that in ſome times and places, when it is not ſeaſonable and for their 
purpoſe, we have much a-doe to perſuade them that ever it was their 
Doctrine. But if Tranſabſtantiation be their DoCtrine, this is; for they 
came both out of the ſame Forge, I mean, the Council of Lateran under 
Pope Innocent the third. - And if (as they tell us) Tranſubſtantiation was 
then eſtabliſh'd ſo was this. And indeed one would think _y werc 
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Twins, and brought forth at the-ſame time, they are fo like one another, 
that is, both ſo monſtrouſly unreaſonable. ry 

H. I come now in the Second place, to conſider ſome Prattices of the 
Church of Rome, which I am afraid will prove as bad as her Dofrines. 1 
ſhall inſtance in theſe Five. 

r. Their celebrating of their Divine Service in an unknown Tongue: And 
that not only contrary to the praftice of the Primitive Church, and to 
the great end and deſign of Religious Worſhip, which is the Edification 
of thoſe who are concerned in it, (and it is hard to imagine how men can 
be edified by what they do not underſtand) but likewiſe in dire contra- 
diction to St. Pas/, who hath no leſs than a whole Chapter, wherein he 
confutes this Practice as fully, and condemns it as plainly as any thing is 
condemned in the whole Bible. And they that can have the face to main- 
tain that this Pratice was not condemned by St. Paul, or that it was al- 
lowed and uſed in the firſt Ages of Chriſtianity, need not be aſhamed to 
ſet up for the defence of any Paradox in the world. 

2. The Communion in one kind. And that notwithſtanding that even, 
by their own acknowledgment,.our Saviour inſtituted it in both kinds, 
and the Primitive Church adminiſtred it in both kinds. This I muſt ac- 
knowledge is 0 addition to Chriſtianity, but a Sacrilegions raking away of 
an Eſſential part of the Sacrament. For the Cup is as eſſential a part of the 
Inſtitution as the Bread; and they might as well, and by the ſame Autho- 
rity take away the one as the other, and both as well as either. 

3- Their worſhiping of /mages. Which practice (notwithſtanding all 
their diſtintions about it, which are no other but what the Heathens uſed 
in the ſame caſe) flies as full in the face of the Second Commandment, as a 
deliberate and malzcious kifting of a man 1s againſt the Sixth. But if the caſe 
be ſo plain, a man would think that at leaſt the Teachers and Guides af 
that Church ſhould be ſenſible of it. Why, they are ſo, and afraid the 
people ſhould be ſo too ; And therefore in their ordinary Catechjſms and 
Mar.uals of Devotion, they leave out the Second Commandment, and di- 
vide the Tenth into two to make up the number, leſt if the common peo- 

le ſhould know it, their Conſciences ſhould frart at the dong of a thing 
b directly contrary to the plain command of God. 

4. The worſhipping of the Bread and Wine in the Euchariſt, out of a 
fa!ſc and rented perſwaſion, that they are ſubft anttally changed mito the 
Body and Bloud of Chriſt. Which'if it be not true (and it hath good for- 
Lune if it be, for certainly it is one of the moſt incredible things in the 
whole world) then by the confeflion of ſeveral of their own learned Wri- 
eers, they are guilty of gro/s Jdolarry. 

5. The Worlhip and Invocation of S:1ints and Angels; ard particular- 
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iy of the Virgin M/aiy, which Fath now for ſcme Ages been a prircipal: 


part cf their Religion. Ncw a man may juſtly worder that ſo conſidera- 
ble a [art of Religion, as they wake this to be, ſhould have no manner of 
founcaticn in the Scripture. Dees cur Saviour any where ſpeak one word 
corcerning the werſhig pirg of Ker? Nay, dces he rot take all occaſions 
to reſtrain all extravagant apprekerſicns and imagirations concerning the 
Honour due to her, as forcjecirg the deger.cracy of the Church in this 
thing ? When he was told that his Mother ard Brethren were without : 
Who (ſays he) are ny Mother ard 1y Brukrcn? He that doth the will of ny 
Father, the ſane ts ny Mother, ard Siſitr, ard Brother. And when the Wo- 
man brake forth into that rapture corccrnirg the bleſſed Mother of our 
Lord; Bleſſed # the Womb that bare thee, ard the Paps that gave thee ſuck ! 
Our Saviour diverts it to arother thing ; Tca rather, bleſſed are they thar 
bear the mord of Ged and kiep it. Dees either our Saviour or his Apoſtles 
in all their Precepts ard PircCtions concernirg Prayer, and the manner 
of it,and by wkom we are to adreſs cur ſelves to God, give the leaſt inti- 
mation of Prayer totlic Virgin Mary, or making vſe of her Mediation ? 
And can any man believe, that if this had been the Prattice of the Church 
from the beginning, our Savior and his Apoſtles would have been ſo fi- 
lent about fo conſiderable a part of Religion ; inſomuch, that in all the 
Epiſtles-of the Apcſtles I do not remember that her Name 1s ſo much as 
once mentioned ? And yet the worſhip of her in the Church of Rome is a 
main part of thcir publick Worſhip ; yea and of their Private Devotion 
t00,in Which it is vtual with them to ſay ren Ave Marics for one Pater noſter, 
ihat is, for one Prayer they make to Almighty God, they make ten Ad- 
areſles to the ble fied Virgin, for that is the proportion obſerved in their 
Reſerics. He that contiders 14, and had never ſeen the Bible, would have 
been apt to think, that there had been more ſaid concerning Her in Scri- 
pture, thancither concernirg God, or our bleſſed Sawtorr ;, and that the 
New Teſtamert were full trom one cnd tothe other of Precepts and Ex- 
hortations to the worſhipping, of her ; and yet when all 1s done, I chal- 
lenge any ai to ſhew me ſo much as one Sentence in the whole Bible that 
ſounds that way. And there is as little in the Chriſtian Writers of the 
firſt 300: years.. The truth is, this prattice began to creep in an.ong ſome : 
{uperſtitious pzople about the middle of the four:h Century, And I re- 
member particularly, that Epipharirs, who lived about that time, calls it, 
the Herejre of the Women. 
And- thus I have. given you ſome Inſtarces of ſeveral Dottrives and 
Prattices, whiich the - Church of Rome have built upon the Foundation of 
Chriſtianity. Much more might have been ſaid of them; but from what - 


hath been ſaid, any wan may cafily d:{cern how dangerous they are'to the 
"Walra:ion of men. 
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I proceed now in the fecond place, 
Il. To conſider whether our granting 4 poſſibility of Salvation, though 

with great hazard, to thoſe in the Communion of the Roman Church, and 

their denying it to us be a ſufficient argument and encouragement to any- 
man to quit our Church and go to theirs. And there is the-more need to 
conſider this, becauſe this is the great popular Argument, wherewith the 

Emiſlaries and Agents of that Church are wont to aſlault our people. 

Your Church (ſay they) grants that a Papiſt may be ſaved ; Ours denies that 

a Proteſtant can be ſaved; therefore ſafeſt to be of our Church, in which Salva- 

tion, by the acknowledgment of both ſides, ts poſſible. 

For Anſwer to this, 1 ſhall endeavour to ſhew that this is ſo far from 
being 4 good Argument, that it is ſo intolerable weak and /ophiſtical, that a- 
ny conliderate man ought to be aſhamed to be catch'd by it. For either it 
is good of it ſelf, and ſufficient to perſuade a man to relinquiſh our 
Church, and to paſs over to theirs, without entring into the Merits of the 
Cauſe on either lide, and without comparing the Doctrines and Practices 
of both the Churches together,or it is not. If it be not ſufficient of ir /e/f to 

rſuade a man to leave our Church, without comparing the DoCtrines 
on both ſides, then it is to no purpoſe, and there is nothing got by it. For 
if upon examination and comparing of Doctrines, the one appear to be 
rrxe, and the other falſe, this alone is ſufficient inducement to any man to 
cleave to that Church where the true Doctrine is found, and then there is 
no need of this Argument. 

If it be ſaid, that this Argument is good in it ſelf, without the examina» 
tion of the DoCtrines of both Churches ; this ſeems a very ſtrange thing 
for any man to affirm, that it is reaſon enough to a man to be of any 
Church, what ever her DoCtrines and Praftices be, if ſhe do but damn 
thoſe that differ from her, and if the Church that differs from her do but 
allow 4 poſſibility of Salvation in her Communion. 

But they who uſe this Argument, pretend that it is ſufficient of it ſelf; 
and therefore I ſhall apply my ſelf to ſhew, as briefly and plainly as l can, 
the miſerable weakze/s and inſufficiency of it, to ſatisfie any mans Conſci- 
ence or Prudence to change his Religion. And to this end I ſhall, 

1- Shew the weakneſs of the Principle upon which this Argument relies. 

2. Give ſome paralkl Inſtances by which it will clearly appear thatiic 
concludes falſe. | 

3. I ſhall take notice of ſome groſs ab/erdities that follow from it. 

4:Shew how unfit it is t@ work upon thoſe to whom it is propounded. And 

5. How improper it is to be urged by thoſe that make uſe of it. 

1. I ſhall ſhew the weakneſs of the Principle upon which this Argument 
relies. And that is this: That nhatever differen; Parties in Religion agree in,is 
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ſafeſt ro be cheſen. The truc conſequerce of which Principle, if it be dri- 
ven to the head, is, to pcrſuade mcn to forſake Chriſtianity, and to make 
them take vp in the Prirciples of ratural Religion, for in theſe all Reli- 
gions do 2grce. For if this Principle be true, ard fignifie any thing, it is 
dargerous to cn brace any thirg wherein the ſevcral parties in Religion 
differ; becauſe that only is ſafe ard prudert to be choſen wherein all agree. 
So that this Argument, if the feundation of it be good, will perſuade fur- 
rher then thoſe who make uſe of it delire jt ſhould do; for it will not only 
rake men ferſake the Proteſtant Religion, but Popery too, and, which is 
much more conſiderable, Chriſtianity it (elf. 

2. I will give fome par-#l irſtarces, by which it will clearly be ſcen that 
this Argument concludes falſe. The Donatiſts denied the Baptiſm of the 
C atholicks to be good, but the Carholicks acknowledged the Baptiſm of the 
Denatiſts to be valid. £06 that both ſtdes were agreed that the Baptiſm of 
the Dcratiffs was gocd; therefore the ſafeſt way for St. Auſtin and other 
Catkotichs (according to this Argument) was to be baptiſed again by the 
Donatiſts;, becauſe, by the acknowledgment of both fides, Baptiſm among 
them was valid. But,to come nearer to the Romyſh Church. Several in that 
Church hold rhe perſonal Infallibility of the Pope,and the lanfulneſs of depoſing 
& killirg Kings ſor Hereſte to be de fide, viz. neceſſary Articles of Faith, and 
conſequently, that whoever docs not believe them, cannot be ſaved. But 
2 great many Pepiſts, though they believe theſe things to be no matters of 
Faith, yet they think theſe that hold them may be ſaved, and they are gee 
nerally very favourable towards them. But now, according to this Argu- 
Trent, they ought all to be of their opinion in theſe points, becauſe both 
i:des are azrecd, that they that huld them may be ſaved; but one. fide. Poſi+ 
tively ſays, that men cam.ot be ſaved if they do not hold them, 

But :my Text furniſheth me with as good an inſtance to this purpoſe as 
* can be delired. .St. Pazl here in the Text acknowledgeth the poſſibituvy of 
the Sa/var;on of thoſe, who bmilt hay and ſtubble ugon the foundation of Chri- 
fttarity, that they might be ſaved,though with great difficulty,and as it were 
out of rhe fire. But now among, thoſe Builders with hay and ſtubble, there 
were thoſe who denied the posſibility of St. Paul's Salvation, and ofthoſe 
who were of his mind. We are told of ſome who built the Jewiſh Ceremo- 
nies and Obſervances upon the Foundation of Chriſtianity, and ſaid, that 
unleſs men were Circumciſed and kept the law of Moſes, they could nos 
be ſaved. So that iy this argament St: Paul and his followers ought to 
have gone over totholt Fuliciting Chriji tans, becauſe it was acknowledged 
on both ſides, tht they might be ſaved : But theſe Judaizing Chriſtians 
were as uncharitable to St. Panl and other Chriſtians, as the Church of 
Reme is now to 15; for they Cid politively that they could. not be ſaves 


But... 
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But can any man think: that St. Pax/ would have been moved by this argu- 
ment, to leave a ſafe and certain way of Salvation, for that which was on+ 
ly posſible, and that with great difficulty and hazard ? The ar t you 
pM is the very ſame, and yet it concludes the wrong way ; which plainly. 
ſhews, that it is a contingent argument, and concludes uncertainly, and by 
chance, and therefore no man ought to be moved by it. 

3. I ſhall take notice of ſome groſs Abſuraities that follow from it. I 
ſhall mention but theſe two. h 

1. According to this Principle, it ts always ſafeſt to be on the uncharj- 
table ſide. And yet uncharitableneſs is as bad an evidence, either of a true 
Chriſtian, or a true Church, as a man would wiſh. Charity is one of the 
moſt eſſential marks of Chriſtianity, and what the Apoſtle ſaith of parti- 
cular Chriſtians, is as true of whole Churches ; that though they have all - 
Faith, yet if they have not Charity, they are nothing. 

I grant that.no Charity teacheth men to ſee others damned, and not to 
tell them the danger of their condition. But it is to be conklidered, that 
the damning of men is a very hard thing, and therefore when ever we do- 
it, the caſe muſt be wonderfully plain. And is it ſo in this caſe ? They of 
the Church of Roine cannot deny, but that we embrace all the Dottrines of our. 
Saviour, and his' Apoſtles Creed, and determined by the four firſt General Comn- - 
cils ;, and yet rhey will not allow this, and a good life, to put us within a poſſibi= 
liry of Salvation ; . becauſe we will not ſubmit to all the Innovaſions they would 
impoſe npon us. And yet I think there is ſcarce any Dottrine or Prattice, in-' 
difference between them and ns,which ſome or other of their-moſt learned 
Writers have not acknowledged; either not to be-ſuffictently contained in 
Scripture,or not to have been held and practiſed by the Primitive Church; . 
ſo that nothing can excuſe their uncharitableneſs towards. us. And they 
pay dear for the little aavantage they get by this argument ; for they do what in 
them lies 10 makes themſelves no Chriſtians, that they may prove themſelves the 
truer Church, Amedium which we do not deſire to make uſe of. 

2. If this argument were good, then by this trick a man may bring 
Over all the world to agree with him in an-Error, which another does not 
account damnable, whatever it be ; provided he do but damn all thofe 
that do not hold it, and there wants nothing but confidence ard uncharita- 
bleneſs to do this. But is there any ſenſe, that another mans boldneſs and 
want of Charity ſhould be an argument to move me to be of his opinion ? 
I cannot illuſtrate this better, than by the difference between a skilful- 
Phyſitian and a Mountebank. A learned and tkilful Phyſitian is. modeſt, and. 
Jpeaks juſtly of things : He ſays that ſuch a method of Cure which he hath» 
direted is ſafe, and withal, that that which the Mountebank preſcribes 


may $9slibly do the work ; but there is great. hazard and danger. in it. 
| But 
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But the Mountebank who never talks of any thing leſs than /fallible 
Cures (and always the more Mountehank, the ſtronger pretence to Infat- 
libility ) he is politive that that method which the Phyſitian preſcribes will 
Feſtroy the Patient, but his Receipt is Infallible, and never fails: Is there 
any reaſon 1n this caſe, that this man ſhould carry ir, meerly by his confi- 
acnce ? And yct if this argument be good, the ſafeſt way is to reject the 
Phyſicians advice, and to ſtick to the 2fontebanks ; For both ſides are a- 
greed, that there is a poslibility of Cure in the Aſountebanks methed, bur 
not in the Phyfitians; and ſo the whole force of the argument lies in the 
confidence of an 19norant man: 

4- This Argument is very unfit to work upon thoſe to whom it is pro- 
pounded ; for either they believe we ſay true in this, or not. If they 
think we do not, they have no reaſon to be moved by what we fay. If they 
think we do, why do they not take in all that we ſay in this matter ? 
Namely, that though it be poſſible for ſome in the Communion of the Roman 
Church 10 be- ſaved, yet it is very hazardous ; and that they are in a ſafe con- 
ation already in our Church , and why then ſhould a bare Poſſibility, accompa- 
nied with infinite and apparent hazard, be an Argument to any man to run into 
that danger ? 

Laſtly, This Argument is very improper to be urged by thoſe who 
make uſe of it. Part of the ſtrength of it lies in this, that we Proteſtants ac- 
knowledge, that it is poſſible a Papiſt may be ſaved. But why ſhould they lay 
any ſtreſs upon this ? what matter is it, what we Hereticks ſay, who are 
ſo damnably miſtaken in all other things ? Methinks, if there were no'o- 
ther reaſon, yet becauſe we ſay ir, it ſhould ſeem to them to be unlikely to 
be true. But I perccive, when it ſerves for their purpoſe we have ſome 
little credit and authority among them. 

By this time I hope every one 1s in ſome meaſure ſatisfied of the weak- 
neſs of this Argument, which is ſo tranſparent,that no wiſe man can honeſt - 
ly uſe it, and he muſt have a very odd underſtanding that can be cheated 
by it. The truth is, it is a caſual and contingent Argument, and ſometimes 
it concludes right, and oftner wrong : and therefore no prudent man can 
be moved by it, except only in one caſe; when all things are ſo equal on 
both ſides, that there is nothing elſe in the whole world to dermine him ; 
which ſurely can never happen in matters of Religion neceſlarily to be be- 
lieved. No man is ſo weak, as not to conſider in the change of his Religi- 
on, the merits of the Cauſe it ſelf;, to examine the Dottrimes and Prattices 
of the Churches en both ſides ; to take notice of the confidence and charity 
of both parties,together with all other things which ought to move a con- 
ſcienticus and a prudent-man. And if upon enquiry there appear to be a 
clear advantage on cither ſide, then this Argument is needleſs, and comes 
too late, becauſe the work is already done without it. Be- 
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Beſides, that the great hazard of Salvation in the Roman Church,(which ? 
we declare upon account of the Dc&rines and Protices which I have men- 
tioncd) ought to deter any man much more frcm that Religion, than the 
acknowledged poſſibility of Salvation in ir, ovght to encourage any man 
to the embracing of it : Never did any Chriſtian Church build ſo much 
Hay and Stubble vpcn the Fourdation of Chriſtianity : and therefore 
thoſe that are ſaved in it, muſt te ſarrd, as it were, out of the Fire, And tho 
Purgatory be not meant inthe Text, yet it isa Dcctrine very well ſuited 
to their manner of Building ; for there is need of an Jgnis Prrgarorins, of 
a Fire to try their work, what it is, and to burn up their Hay & Stubble. 
And I have ſo much Charity (and I deſire always to have it) as to hope, 
that a great many amorg them who live piouſly, and have been almoſt in- - 
evitably detain'd in that Church by the prejudice of Education and an in- 
vincible Ignorance, will upon a general Repentarce hnd mercy with God 
and though their work ſufter loſs and be burnt, yet they themſelves may 
eſcape as out of the Fire. But as for thoſe who have had the opportunities - 


of coming to the knowledge of the Truth, if they continue in the Errors + 


of that Chorch, or Apoſtatize from the Truth, I think their condition ſo 
far from being ſafe, that there mvſt he extraordinary favourable circum- 
ſtances in their caſe to give a man hopes of their Salvation. 

I have now done with the two things I propounded to-ſpeak to: And 7 
am ſorry that the neceſſary defence of our Religion, againſt the reſtleſs 1mpor= 


tunitits and aticnipts of of its adverſaries upon all ſorts of perſons, hath engaged 


Me to ſperd ſo much time in matters of Diſpute, nhich I had mich rather have 
employed in another way. Many of you can be my witnelles, that 1 have con- 
irantly made it my buſineſs, in this great Preſence and Allembly, to plead 
againſt the impieries arid wic you of men ; and have endeavoured, by the 
beſt arguments I could think of, to gain men over to a firm belief, od ſe- 
rious prattice of the main things of Religion : And I do aflure you, I had 
much rather perſwade any one to be a good man, than to be ot any party 
or denomination of Chriſtians whatſoever : For | doubt not but the bel;ef 
of the ariciens Creed, without the addition of any other Articles, rogerher 
nith a good life, will certainly ſave a mar; and without this no man can have 
reaſonable hopes of Salvation,no,not in an /rfallitle C hnrch, i there were 
any ſuch to be found in the wo 'ld: 

I have been, according wo my opportunitics, not a negligent obſerver 
of the Gennes and Humour of the feveral Sets and Profes!ions in Religion: 
And vpon the whole matter, I do in my conſcience believe the Church of 
Ergla:dto bethe beſt conſtituted Church rhis day in the World; and 
that, as to the main, the Dettrine, ard Government, ard Worſhip of it, ave Cx- 


cellently framed to make men ſeberly Religions :. ſ:curing men on the one 
hand 
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tand from the wild freaks of Emb»ſiaſm ; and on the other, from the 
groſs follies of Szperfti:ion. And our Church hath this peculiar advan- 
Tage above ſeveral Profeſſions that we know inthe world, that-it acknow- 
ledgeth a due and juſt Subordination to the : Civil Authority, and hath al- 
ways becn untainted in its Loyalty. 
And now ſhall every trifling conſideration be ſufficient to move a man 
to relinquiſh ſuch a Church ? There is no greater diſparagement to a ; 
mans Underſcanding, no greater Argumeat of a light and ungenerous | 
Mind, than raſhly to change ones Religion. Religion . is our greateſt con- 
cerament of all other, and it is not every little Argument, no, nor a great 
noiſe about /»falibity, nothing but very plain and convincing Evidence, that 
ſhould ſway a man in this caſe. But they are utterly inexcuſable,wk o make 
a Change of ſach concernment upon the inſinuations of one fide only, with- | 
out ever hearing what can be ſaid for the Church they were baptiſed and | 
brought up in, before they leave it. They that can yield thus eaſily to 
rhe Impreilions of every one that hath a deſign and intereſt to make Pro | 
ſelyres,, may at this rate of diſcretion change their Religion twice in a day, | 
and inſtead of Morning and Evening Prayer, they may have a Morning and ©® | 
an Evening Religion. | \ 
ore, for Gods ſake, and for our own Souls ſake, and for the ſakg @* 
of our Reputation, let us conſider and ſhew our ſelves men ; let us not ſul ;*4 
fer our ſelves to be ſhaken and carried away with every wind; let us ngt. a# 
run our ſelves into danger when we may be ſafe. Let us ſtick to the Fe ne of 
dation of Religion, the Articles of our Common Belief, and build upon thent®: 
Gold. and Silver, and precious Stones, I mean, the virrnes and ations of a * 4 
good Life ; and if we would do this, we ſhould not be apt to ſet ſuch a va- * 
= Hay & Stabble, If we would ſincerely endeavour to live holy and 1 
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vertnhus lives, we ſhould not need to caſt about for a Religion, which may 
furniſh vs with eaſie and indireCt ways to get to Heaven. 

I will conclude all with the Apoſtles Exhortation. Woerefore my be- 
loved Brethren, be ye ſtedfaſt and unmovable, always abounding in the work of 
the Lord. 


Now the God of Peace which brought again from the dead our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, the great Shepherd of the Sheep, by the Bloud of the everlaſting Cove- 
nant, make you perfett 1n every geod work , -to do hug will ; morkirg in you that 
which 1s well-pleaſing in his ſight, through Jeſus Chriſt, ro whom be Glory for 


' ever and ever. Amen. 


